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Before 1870, there was no compulsory education
as we lmow it today. Up to that time, there were
only private schools, or schools provided by some
bodies of people keen on education. Forest Row was
one of the fortunate places, as this school was built
some twenty yeara before the gdvent of ccmpulsory
education.

The site, on which the school stards (en area
of one acre), was presented by Viscount Gage, out
of the waste lands of the Manor of Maresfield, %o
the Church under a trust deed. I+ was given for
the purpose of providing a achool for the education
of the children of Forest Row.

The money for the building was provided by the
Church, and so the religious teaching given was in
accordance with the doctrines of the Church of
England.

The gchool was built with the house for the
gchoolmaster in the middle - the girls' school being
at the west side and the boya' at the east side of
the house.

Wnen educetion became compulsory under the Act
of 1870, there had to be & achool in every place.
Where there was already a school provided by some
voluntery body, that was used. In places where no
auch school existed the County Council had to ouild
one, which was called a Council School, while those
provided by voluntary bodies were called Voluntary
Schools.
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At first, boys end girls were taught in separate
clagsses until, in 1920, the school was reorganised
with mixed classes.

In 1935, when the L.E.A. was beginning the re-
organisation of the Schools of the County to provide
schools for the education of the senior pupils (over
11), the Church in Forest Row found the money for
adding to the school and altering it structurally to
cater for the needs of the senior children of Forest
Row and from this end of Hartfield. It becene
Forest Row Senior Division School, taking in all iis
own normal Juniors and catering for the Seniors of
Torest Row and Hartfield.

All through its history the great difficulty
had been the finding of the necessary money for the
upkeep of, and necessary repairs to the fabric.

Under the new Education Act of 1944, proviasion
wag made so that the Managers of Voluntary Schools
had three alternative choices for their school:-

(1) 1f they wished the Voluntary tody to retain
its entire sovereignty of the school, bring the
buildings up to standerd and maintain them, they
would meke their school an AIDED school.

{2) If they could not manage this, they could
hand over the buildings etc. to the L.E.,A., for upkeep,
but then they could only give denominational teaching
on two days per week, to the children whose parents
asked for it. These are called CONTROLLED schools.

(3) They could hand the school over entirely
to the Locel Education Authority, and no denomina~-
+ional teaching could then be given at all. These
are called COUNTY schools.

The Managers of thig school decided to ask the
L.Z.A, to take the school over as a CONTRCLLED school,
which they did in 1948,
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This decision, taken by the Mansgers, was
undoubtedly the wisest course for all concerned.

The Church had the honour of being one of the
earliest bodies to have realised the value of
education and provided it, long vefore the country
did anything. It was & worthy pioneer.

But when education had become & national
concern, the Church found itsalf in the position
of not being able to raise the money necessary to
maintain the standards demanded by the Authorities.
Rather than hold on to the gchool for the sake of
holding on, the Church put the welfare of the
children first, and handed it over to the L.E.A.,
which has the necessary money for its upkeep. All
honour to the Church here for its wisdom!

Ever since the responsibility for fabric and
repairs has been placed on the Local Education
Authority, the school building, the playground and
amenities generally have been greatly improved.

THE FUTURE

Under the L.E.A.'s Development Flan for
education in Bast Sussex, there is 10 be built at
Hartfield soon, we hope, & new Secondary Modern
School, which will teke all the Seniors from the
Medway area (Forest Row to Groombridge) .

When this new school is actually built, our
school will become a PRIMARY school proper, catering
for the needs of the junior children (up to the age
of 11 years) of the Forest Row area.

A site has been procured for the building of
a new, up-to-date school in Forest Row, complete
with attached playing field.
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ZRACTICAL INSTRUCTION ROOM

In 1933, the Hambro Hell was built and given,
as a Practical Instruction room for the school, as
a memorial to Mrs. Hambro, who was drowned in Loch
“egss. This hall has been used ever since, for the
teaching of Domestic Science to the Senior girls
and Woodwork to the senior boys.

CAIITESN

In 1926, a canteen was started in the Parish
Room to provide dinners for the children. Here
again, Forest Row was a pioneer. It was one of
the very first school canteens in the County. It
was run almost entirely by voluntary help and had
Te pay its way. In fact, it did actually make a
profit, even when providing meals at 44 each.

In April 1947, the L.E.A. assumed responsibility
for providing canteens, and our canteen was taken
wer. Instead of making a profit, it is now
gubsidised from public money - all labour being paid
=nd equipment being provided without stint.

The Canteen building is far from adequate.
~ere was to have been provided, in 1350, a new
ern canteen building, dtut due to the economy axe,
= were unfortunate in that our canteen was cancelled,
*i the meals are still provided from the old
adequate building.

=
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22D WAR IT

In the early days of the war in 1939, schools
-o~= 3niham and Dover were evacuated to Forest Row
=% aad 10 share their education with the Forest
w 2niléren. Numbers were swollen and at one time
= =v2 were 360 children on the roll. The Scout Hut
ir? -72 W.I., Room of the village Hall had to be
2z=% za w2ll as the school.
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During the war no shelters were provided, ard
the only protection was expanded wire on frames
over the windows.

When the flying bombs were coming over, we had
boys on the flat roof giving warning of their
approach by whistle. The children in school just
"dived" under their desks until the "A1l-clear"
whistle went.

In July 1944, when the flying bombs started,
facilities were offered to the parents for their
children to be evacuated from "Bomb Alley" to a
safe area, Some 50 odd children of the school
accepted and were evacuated to Cardigan, in VWest
wales, where they were most hospitably entertained
as guests. They returned at Xmas 1944, the school
having remained open for those left behind all the
time.

ROAD SAFETY

The position of the school on the Forest Row,
Tunbridge Wells, main road has been a source of
great risk of accidents o children, Tuckily, so
far, no accident with serious results, has taken
place.

This year the two entrances on the front of
the school have been closed, and now there is only
one entrance et the west end of the playground .
This, with efficient supervision at the entrance,
will, we hope, minimise the risk of accidents.

SCHOOL GARDEN

School gardening has been taught here for meny
years. Various school garden plots have been uged
but now the ground in front of the school is used
for this purpose. This has made a great improve-
ment in the appearance of the immediate surround-
ings of the school. Much time is saved by its
proximity to the school in getting to and from the
garden.
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION

In lovember 1945, a Parents' Association was
formed at the school and is s%ill functioning.
The meetings are held monthly when we have varied
programmes of speakers, discussions, films etc.
This organisation forms a most useful link between
the home and the achool,

FURTHER EDUCATION

Throughout its history, Forest Row School has
played its full part in passing on its pupils to
the Grammar School at East Grinstead and to the
Technical Schools at Tunbridge Wells and East
Grinstesd, and many hundreds of old pupils look
back with gratitude to the cld school for the
education provided for them.

We have heard it saia that there was a time
when people sent their children from East Grinstead
to Forest Row School, because of its fame as a seat
of learming.

THE CURRICULUM

The scope of the curriculum has been much
enlarged in recent years. Practically up to 190C,
the subjects taught were the three Rs (reading,
writing and arithmetic). Gradually more and more
subjects have been added, and today the subjects
taught cover:-

English Languege (which includes oral and
written work in the use of languege).

English Literature.

Arithmetic

History

Geography
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Handwork

Art

Music

Physical Training and organised gemes,

In addition for Senior boys there are Woodwork,
sardening and Rural Science

and for Senior Girls, leedlework, Domestic
Science and Mothercraft.

In the summer, Swimming is taught to those
wighing it,

These changes have largely come about as a
réesult of a change of view as to the aim of Education.
In the early days, it was considered as a training
to enable one to earn a living. Today it is
regarded as a training to enable one to live and
enjoy a full life.

STAFF

From a study of the records available, the
following is the list of Head Teachers who have
served.

GIRLS' SCHOOL

E.C. Brooks left in Sept. 1870.

He Dugan from 3/10/1870 to Aug. 1875.
Ae. Payme from Sept, 1875 to Oct. 1875,
E.L. Bootes from Oct. 1875 to Oct. 1876.
Y. Zradbury from Oct. 1876 to May 1878.
B, Bishop from May 1878 to Aug. 1882,

BOYS' SCHOOL

(The records before 1878 are missing)
1878 - 1882, Mr, Bishop.
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Apparently, from 1882, the recognised Head was
the Headmaster, although the girls and boys were
taught separately. The Head Teachers' wife was
the responsible mistress for the girls until 1920.

Mr. T.W. Slocombe, 2.10.82 to Xmas 1915,

Mr. E, Edward Cannon, Jan. 1916 to Oct, 1918
(when he left to join H.M. Forces).

Mre. E.3. Strh@er, 28.10.18 to 31.1.33-

Mr. T.H. Babb, 1.2.33 to 3l.l.41l.

Mr. H.Go Verrall, 1l.2.41l. still here.

In July 1949, Miass D.M. Tribe resigned after
45 years at Forest Row School as a Teacher having
served under five Headmasters.

SOME SIDELIGHTS ON THE PAST

THE PLAYGROUND

For many years this proved a difficult
problem. The following extracts from the Log Book
are interesting:-

Mey 1907 (extract from a report ).

"The playground is & sea of mud and quite
unfit for use. In such circumstances, the
school cannot be, and is not, kept clean.
Something should be done'.

F.A.S. Freeland H.M.1.

13 years later

Sept. 1920 (extract from a report).

"The Managers have under consideration the
improvement of the playground.”
E.F. Davidson. H.M.1l.
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